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The  bad  news  last  month  was 
that  the  Equal  Opportunities 
Bill  proposed  by  Anna  Wu 
was  defeated,  in  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council,  by  31  votes  to 
24.  In  fact  given  the  amount  of  sabotag¬ 
ing  the  Government,  in  the  shape  of 
Michael  Suen,  the  Secretary  for  Home 
Affairs,  did  its  a  wonder  the  Bill  wasn’t 
defeated  more  heavily  It  does  go  to  show 
that  the  issues  in  the  Bill,  anti  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  the  grounds  of  age,  sexuality  and 
family  status  are  areas  that  do  concern  our 
representatives. 

It  is  clearly  blatant  time-wasting  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  public  needs  to  be  fully  con¬ 
sulted  before  any  laws  are  passed  No  gov¬ 
ernment  could  possibly  get  any  legislation 
passed  if  they  took  this  attitude  (although 
in  principle  we  agree  that  it  would  be  a 
model  government  that  did). 

This  is  bad  news  for  Lesbians  &  Gays  as 
it  means  that  unlike  most  other  minority 
groups  we  don’t  have  any  protection  in 
law. 

The  Liberal  Party(surely  a  misnomer?) 
that  by  its  name  ought  to  have  been  right 
in  there  championing  the  needs  of  all  mi¬ 
nority  groups  were  the  people  who  voted 
en  bloc  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

We  can’t  help  believing  that  it  is  both  im¬ 
moral  and  unethical  for  civil  servants,  of 
whatever  rank,  to  get  involved  in  the  very 
legislation  they  will  later  be  required  to 
enforce.  Rather  like  asking  the  judiciary 
to  make  the  laws  so  that  they  can  then 
admonish  the  wrongdoers. 

The  other  bad  news  was  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  are  sending  the  very  same  Secretary 
for  Home  Affairs,  Michael  Suen,  to  the 
world  conference  on  women,  in  Beijing,to 
represent  them.  Mr  Suen  has  demonstrated 
very  well  within  the  past  year  that  he  has 
little  understanding  of  the  issues  facing 
women  in  Hong  Kong.  Indeed  women’s 
groups  have  complained  bitterly  that  he 
has  no  dialogue  with  them  at  all.  To  add 
further  insult  it  was  Mr  Suen  who  said 
during  a  debate  that  pregnancy  was  not  a 
gender  issue! 

The  Good  News  is  that  we  won’t  have  to 
worry  that  Michael  Suen  will  be  represent¬ 
ing  Hong  Kong  or  the  Gay  Community  at 
the  next  International  Lesbian  &  Gay  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  held  in  1996  in  Europe. 

As  a  community  we  need  to  get  organised 
so  that  when  the  Bill  is  re-introduced  we 
are  well  represented  and  prepared  for  the 
political  fray.  h 
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fetish  fashion 


Clothing  and  accessories  for  girls  and  boys 
from  fashion  to  fantasy  to  serious  toys 

Phone  or  fax  for  our  new  catalogue 
Visit  our  showroom;  Monday  to  Saturday  11:00am  to  7:00pm 
1st  Floor,  52-60  Lyndhurst  Terrace 

Phone  :2544^1 155 
Fax:  2524>-9216 
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Germany 

A  Federal  ^jpeals  court  in  Germany  ruled  a^nst  an  advertising  can^saign  used 
by  the  Italian  retailer  Benetton  that  used  AIDS,  child  labour,  and  ecolo^cal  disas¬ 
ter  as  themes.  The  comt  held  that  the  ads  \dolated^  principles  of  feir  competition 
by  using  compassion  for  commercial  reasons.  One  poster,  for  example,  features  a 
bare  male  bottom  stamped  witti  the  words  ‘TUV  Positive.*’ The  court  ruled  that  this 
poster  also  went  a^'ast  human  dignify,  and  that  all  three  themes  broke  the  moral 
code. 


Japan 

Following  international  pressure  from  gay  groups,  the  Japanese  Society  of  Psychiatry 
and  Neurology  has  removed  homosexuality  from  its  list  of  disorders,  reports  the  Tokyo 
gay  group  Occur.  The  society  will  now  rely  on  the  World  Health  Organisation’s  dis¬ 
ease-classification  manual,  which  considers  gayness  OK. 


Nefheriands 

The  Metherlands  will  I^alise  gay  marria^diis  summer, 
reports  HenkKrol,  editor  (rfDe  G^Krint,  Holland’s 
le^ing  g^hewsp^r.  ‘The  Minister  of  JtuttiCe  and  the  : 
Secretary  Of  State  for  Internal  AS^fy  have  announce 
thm  die  mmrii^  Hdes  will  be  changed^’*  Kix^i  saidi  in:  an 
e-mail  message,  ‘^mr  new  rules,  th^  Will  ipiSiiide  gays 
and  lesbians  without  any  restrictions,  wdl  be  se^  m 
parliament  before  the  summer  holidays,  <^e) 
CDA  (party)  and  smalt  Christian  groups  are  against  it,” 
KroJ  said  “We  have  150  nimbers  of  Parliament —42 
are  against,  14  don’t  know  yet,  94  will  pass  ^  inew 
bill!”  More  than  lOG  Dntch  cities  and  towns  alremfy 
allow  gays  and  lesbians  ,to  record  their  relmionships  in  a 
symbolic  “marriage  register.”  Krol  sfys  that  vdien  gay 
marriage  is  legalised,  the  800  couples  that  have  signed 
these  registers  will  automatically  be  legally  married. 


Yietnam 

Vietnam  has  recorded  2,520  cases  of 
HIV  infection,  80  percent  of  them 
among  drug  addicts  and  more  than  half 
in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  (Saigon),  the 
National  AIDS  Protection  Committee 
reported  in  June. 


UK 

London’s  14-year-old  free  weekly  newspaper  Capital 
Gay  shut  down  last  month.  ‘The  advertising  has  just 
dropped  off  to  the  extent  where  we  can’t  carry  on,”  said 
owner  Michael  Mason.  In  gay  journalism  circles. 
Capital  Gay  was  widely  considered  to  be  among  the  five 
best  gay  publications  in  Europe. 


Philippines 

Beth  Lim  and  Vangie  Castronuevo  were 
sacked  from  their  jobs  at  Balay  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Centre,  a  human  rights  organisa¬ 
tion  in  Manila,  because  they  were 
lesbians,  Beth  &  Vangie  have  decided  to 
fight  back.  They  have  filed  a  complaint 
with  the  National  Labour  Relations 
Commission.  They  demand;  1)  reinstate¬ 
ment  of  their  jobs;  2)  a  public  apology; 

3)  payment  for  exemplary  &  moral 
damages.  This  is  the  first  case  of  its  kind 
in  Filipino  legal  history  and  in  Asia. 


Brevringgtaot  Cuimiess  is  {rfatmiog  ait  adver¬ 
tising  campaign  ^br  its  stout  ^attuing  the  first 
homosexual  couple  to  ^^tear  in  a  British 
teievistmt  commerci:^.  T^  new  commerce 
set  to  be  screened  next  numth,  shouts  acoupte 
hatring  u  fight.  Only  at  the  end  does  it  b^ome 
dear  they  are  bdh  male,  the  smtrces  said.  The 
commercial  is  to  carry  the  slt^an  “Guinness; 
Lite:  tsn’t  atw^  blackand:  whitef  and  use  a 
awndteath  of  fammy  ll^ette’s  hit  “Stand  By 
Jfouri^, 


In  the  silence  of  darkness,  there  are  stars  and  hope. 
We  offer  support  and  service. 
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We  offer  the  following  services 

^  HIV  Antibody  Blood  Test 
^  PWA  Support  Fund 
^Support  Group 
^Personal  Counselling 
<>And  More 


HONG  KONG  AffiS  FOUNDATION 


IS  AIDS  Helpline  513  0513 
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Sultry  Sundays.  Did  you  know 
6  that  Petticoat  Lane  is  now  open 
t  Sunday  evenings?  It’s  the  per- 
{  feet  place  for  a  quiet,  after  a  Sat¬ 


urday  night  binge,  drink.  The  ad- 


Q  dress  and  phone  number  is  in 
Q  the  Gay  Guide  at  the  back  of  this 
0  issue  of  the  magazine. 

t  Lane 


WH 


Yeah, 

S 


Le  Bar  Bat:  After  the  much  her¬ 
alded  and  self  praised  opening  last 
year,  the  most  prestigious  bar  in 
Lan  Kwai  Fong  (as  they  described 
themselves),  has  closed.  For  a 
mere  $2,000  you  could  have  been 
a  member  of  what  one  wit  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  velvet  lined  black  box. 
Blaming  local  punters  for  not  be¬ 
ing  daring  enough  (for  what  isn’t 
clear)  the  spokesperson  told  other 
bars  “We’re  just  closing  for  re¬ 
decoration”.  Now  where  did  we 
hear  that  before? 


WH 


i 


Longer  opening.  The 
Happy  Hour  at  Club  ’97 
every  Friday  has  proved 
so  popular  with  the 
crowd  that  the 
closing  time  has, 
been  extended! 
to  10  p.m.  Very 
good  news  for  all 
those  who  were  still 
trying  to  get  a  drink  at  9! 


-  ^  M?' 


o> 

<y 


MOVE 

The  new  \enue  I'or  the  Shadow  Nile  diseo  in 
Singapore  is  The  (iale.  Orehard  Hotel.  422. 
Orehard  Road.  Singapore.  Tel:  73^)6747.  Thex 
are  open  Sundaxs  from  9  p  in.  to  3  am.  Due  to 
the  eontinuing  poliee  harassment  of  (iay  in  Sin¬ 
gapore  diseos  regularix  moxe  premises. 


St 


^  Steam 


G/F  21-23  Tai  Wong  Street  East,  Wan 
Chat  Seems  to  be  the  latest  ‘in’  place  for 
good  Cantonese  food,  at  reasonable 
prices.  And  NO  MSG  so  all  you  taste 
are  the  natural  flavours  of  the  food. 
Be  warned  the  place  has,  at  last, 
been  discovered  by  the  Gay  crowd! 
When  we  ate  there  last  month  we 
saw  16  other  Gay  people  there,  and 
they  weren’t  in  one  patty. 
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OutRage! 

OutRage! 


BlShopwho  sup¬ 
ports  fundamentalist 
homophobic  cults  driven 
from  his  own  farewell  serv¬ 
ice  by  angry  protesters. 

OutRage!  on  Sunday  interrupted  the  Fare¬ 
well  to  the  Bishop  service  for  the  Bishop 
of  St.  Albans  with  its  own  Good  Riddance 
to  the  Bishop  protest  in  St.  Albans  Cathe¬ 
dral. 


As  Right  Reverend 
John  Taylor  rose  to 
give  his  farewell  ad¬ 
dress,  protesters 
stormed  the  altar 
chanting  ‘Taylor 
Out,  Courage  Out”. 
Unable  to  continue 
his  sermon,  the 
Bishop  left  the  pulpit 
which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  taken  over  by 
one  of  the  activists 
who  delivered  an  al¬ 
ternative  sermon. 
Protesters  were 
shaken  by  the  level  of 
violence  used  by 
church  oflQcials,  in¬ 
cluding  clergy,  who 
unsuccessfully  tried 
to  silence  them. 

“It  was  amazing  to 
see  so-called  peace 
loving  Christians  re¬ 
sort  to  violence  to 
stop  our  protest.  I 
was  put  in  an  arm- 
lock  and  punched”,  one  protester  com¬ 
plained.  The  protest  ended  after  10  min¬ 
utes.  Protesters  left  blowing  whistles  and 
chanting  “Church  of  hatred.  Church  of 
fear.  Stop  crucifying  queers”. 

The  out-going  Bishop,  Rt.  Revd,  John 
Taylor  is  a  supporter  of  the  Courage  Trust 
(an  ex-Gay  group)  which  seeks  to  change 
people’s  sexuality  from  Gay  to  straight. 
The  Courage  Trust  has  operated  out  of  his 
diocese  for  a  number  of  years  with  his 
knowledge  and  support.  The  Bishop  has 
repeatedly  refiised  to  comment  on  the  mat¬ 
ter.  This  is  in  spite  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Can 


terbury’s  statement  that  “there  is  no  place 
for  homophobia  in  the  Church”. 

Such  groups  have  a  history  of  damaging 
their  victims  using  Moony-style  tactics  of 
isolation  and  indoctrination.  Evidence 
from  America  shows  that  some  victims  of 
ex-Gay  organisations  there  have  subse¬ 
quently  attempted  suicide  and  self-muti¬ 
lation. 

Despite  assurances  that  the  Church  was 
considering  with  urgency  the  concerns  of 
the  Le^ian  and  Gay  community,  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury  admitted  at  last 
week’s  Synod  in  York  that  they  had  not 
considered  the  matter  at  all.  OutRage!  has 
repeatedly  tried  to  get  the  Church  hierar¬ 
chy  to  address  the  issue  of  ex-Gay  groups 
and  acknowledge  the  emotional  damage 
that  such  groups  do  to  the  vulnerable,  of¬ 
ten  young,  people  that  they  target. 

OutRage!  spokesperson  Glenn  Halton  said 
‘Today’s  action  sends  a  message  to  the 
Church  of  England  that  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community  will  not  stand  by  as  the 
Church  allows  other  Gay  people  to  be  dam¬ 
aged  in  the  name  of  their  religion  by  fun¬ 
damentalist  bigots.  We  are  seeking  an  un¬ 
equivocal  condemnation  of  the  actions  of 
the  ex-Gay  groups  from  the  Church  and 
will  not  stop  our  campaign  of  disruption 
until  the  Church  acknowledges  its  moral 
responsibilities.” 

Meanwhile  On  21st  July  1995  OutRage! 
members  intervened  at  a  meeting  of  an¬ 
other  ex-Gay  group,  the  True  Freedom 
Trust’  at  one  of  its  ‘support  groups’  at  the 
Westboume  Park  B^ist  Church  in  North 
London.  They  gave  out  leaflets  with  in¬ 
formation  about  responsible  groups  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Christians  and  engaged 
Trust  members  in  dialogue.  H 


every  Friday  6— 9pm 


free  admission 
entertainment 
snacks 
2-4-1  drinks 


TEL;  810  9333  FAX  868  5244 
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What  does  it  mean  to  be  a 


Lesbian?  Lesbians  are  women- 
loving-women.  We  are  women 
who  are  sexually  attracted  to 
other  women.  We  are  women 
who  may  feel  emotionally  and 
spiritually  closer  to  women.  We 
are  women  who  prefer  women 
as  our  partners 


books”  Terryle,  age  16. 

During  adolescence,  most  young  women 
begin  to  be  aware  of  sexual  feelings  and 
take  an  interest  in  dating.  Many  young 
women  feel  physically  attracted  to  men. 
But  many  other  young  women  feel  physi¬ 
cally  attracted  to  other  women. 

You  may  notice  that  you  feel  turned  on  by 
other  women.  You  may  feel  different  from 
your  girlfriends,  like  you  don’t  fit  in  some¬ 
times.  When  your  girlfriends  are  check¬ 
ing  out  boys,  you  may  find  yourself  check¬ 
ing  out  girls.  Going  out  with  boys  may  not 
interest  you.  You  may  find  yourself  won¬ 
dering,  “Why  aren’t  there  any  men  like 
these  terrific  women  I  keep  meeting?” 

You  may  also  feel  contused  or  unsure  about 
whether  or  not  you’re  a  Lesbian.  Many 
adults  will  tell  us  that  we’re  too  young  to 
call  ourselves  gay,  or  that  we’re  going 
through  a  phase,  or  that  we  don’t  know 
what  we’re  talking  about.  That’s  their  way 
of  avoiding  the  fact  that  some  of  us  are 
Lesbian  youth. 

You  may  feel  confused  because  you’re  at¬ 
tracted  to  both  men  and  women.  That’s 


a  very  young  age,  maybe  even  at  birth. 

It’s  normal  and  healthy  to  be  yourself, 
whether  you’re  gay  or  straight.  What’s 
really  important  is  that  we  learn  to  like 
ourselves. 

What  is  it  like  to  be  young  and  Lesbian? 
“I  feel  very  powerful,  special,  independ¬ 
ent,  strong,  and  courageous”  Natalie,  age 
18. 

“It’s  scary  sometimes.  I’ve  felt  very  un¬ 
sure  of  myself  But  other  times  I  feel  won¬ 
derful  and  proud”  Terryle,  age  16. 

There’s  no  “right”  way  or  “wrong”  way  to 
be  a  Lesbian.  Because  of  society’s  stere¬ 
otypes  about  Lesbians  that  ws’ ve  all  grown 
up  with,  you  might  think  you  have  to  be  a 
certain  way  if  you’re  a  Lesbian.  But  Les¬ 
bians  come  in  all  sh^s  and  sizes,  from 
all  occupations,  and  with  all  levels  of  edu¬ 
cation. 

Your  sexual  orientation  is  only  one  part  of 
who  you  are.  You  probably  have  hobbies 
and  interests  that  are  the  same  as  your 
straight  friends. 

Because  of  homophobia  and  prejudice. 


As  Lesbians,  we  are  not  alone.  One  out  of 
ten  teenagers  is  Lesbian  or  gay.  Many  fa¬ 
mous  women  in  history  were  Lesbians. 
Lesbians  are  teachers,  doctors,  lawyers, 
fectory  workers,  police  officers,  politicians, 
ministers,  movie  stars,  artists,  mothers, 
nuns,  truck  drivers,  models,  novelists.  You 
name  it,  we  do  it. 

Lesbians  are  White,  Black,  Asian,  His¬ 
panic,  Native  American,  Jewish,  Catho- 
hc,  Protestant,  Buddhist.  Lesbians  are  rich, 
poor,  working  class,  and  middle  class. 
Some  Lesbians  are  in  heterosexual  mar¬ 
riages.  Some  Lesbians  are  disabled.  Les¬ 
bians  are  young  women  and  old  women. 
You  name  it,  we  are  it. 

Lesbians  live  in  cities  and  in  the  country. 
We  are  everywhere.  How  do  I  know  if  I’m 
a  Lesbian?  “When  I  was  young  I  always 
wanted  to  grow  up  and  live  with  my  best 
girlfriend,  and  that  feeling  never  changed 
as  I  got  older”  Tammy,  age  17. 

“When  we’re  really  young,  we  have 
crushes  on  girls,  but  then  we’re  supposed 
to  grow  out  of  it.  We’re  supposed  to  read 
books  about  how  girl  meets  boy  and  boy 
meets  girl.  Well,  I’d  never  finish  those 


OK.  Some  women  have  relationships  with 
both  men  and  women  throughout  their 
lives.  Some  may  later  decide  to  be  exclu¬ 
sively  Lesbian  or  heterosexual.  Our  sexu¬ 
ality  develops  over  time.  Don’t  worry  if 
you  aren’t  sure. 

Am  I  normal?  “We’re  told  that  it’s  sick, 
or  perverted,  or  sinful,  or  abnormal.  But 
the  people  who  tell  us  that  are  the  same 
ones  who  say  that  women  belong  in  the 
kitchen,  and  that  Black  people  are  infe¬ 
rior,  and  that  handicapped  people  are  use¬ 
less.  Who’s  to  say  what’s  normal?  Some 
people  think  eating  raw  fish  is  normal,  and 
other  people  think  it’s  disgusting  and  ab¬ 
normal”  Terryle,  age  16. 

“I  think  we’re  very  brave  to  have  recog¬ 
nised  this  in  ourselves  and  to  have  wanted 
to  come  to  terms  with  it”  Natalie,  age  18. 

Yes,  you  are  normal.  It’s  perfectly  natural 
for  people  to  be  attracted  to  members  of 
their  own  sex.  But  it’s  not  something  that’s 
encouraged  in  our  society.  Many  people 
push  away  these  feelings  because  of  preju¬ 
dice  against  gay  men  and  Lesbians. 

Most  scientific  experts  agree  that  a  per¬ 
son’s  sexual  orientation  is  determined  at 


some  people  don’t  accept  Lesbians  and  gay 
men.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  suffer  from 
discrimination  and  violence.  That’s  why 
there  are  many  gay  and  Lesbian  organisa¬ 
tions  that  work  for  gay  and  Lesbian  civil 
rights. 

“Once  I  accepted  myself  and  my  sexual¬ 
ity,  I  found  that  I  became  more  involved 
in  life  with  my  fiiends  because  I  was  more 
comfortable  with  myself’  Tammi,  age  18. . 

“I  feel  down  and  depressed  a  lot  because 
of  the  homophobia  that  I’m  constantly  up 
against,  but  then  I  realise  that  I  have  the 
power  to  educate  other  members  of  my 
generation”  Tammy,  age  17 

Who  should  I  tell?  “You  shouldn’t  feel 
pressured  to  tell  anyone  at  all  until  you 
are  comfortable  with  the  idea  of  being  a 
Lesbian  yourself.  Be  prepared  that  people’s 
reactions  will  vary”  Tammi,  age  18.  “Only 
tell  someone  if  you  feel  you  have  enough 
support  to  face  what  may  happen.  Try  to 
tell  someone  if  you  think  you  can’t  deal 
with  these  feelings  alone  anymore.  If  you 
think  your  family  might  flip  out,  tell 

(Continued  to  page  24) 


i 


13 


Contacts  Magazine  08-95 


Contacts  Magazine  08-95 


By  Barrie  Brandon 


Priest,  the  film  which 
was  on  recently  at 
Cine  Art  was  a  really 
moving  spectacle.  It 
portrayed  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic 
Church,  in  the  case  of  the  older 
priest,  as  caring,  thoughtful  and 
sensitive.  And  in  the  case  of  the 
hierarchy,  in  the  person  of  the 
bishop,  as  being  worldly,  grasp¬ 
ing,  political  and  scheming. 

Filmed  in  Liverpool,  UK,  the  film  caused 
a  storm  when  first  released  in  the  US  and 
UK  from  groups  and  the  radical  right. 
The  controversial  figure  is  a  young,  newly 
ordained,  priest  who  is  struggling  to  come 
to  terms  with  his  homosexuality  and  the 
poor  inner  city  parish  to  which  he’s  been 
posted. 

In  a  very  moving  scene  at  the  end  of  the 
film  the  older  priest  tells  the  congregation, 
in  the  middle  of  the  service,  that  if  they 
can’t  accept  people  for  what  they  are  then 
they  (the  congregation)  have  no  place  in 
the  church — and  to  get  out.  Ah,  if  only 
that  were  true  for  many  churches  and  re¬ 
ligions  today! 


I  suppose  it  is  symptomatic  of  Hong  Kong 
that  this  excellent  film  was  released  to  a 
second  rate  circuit  and  not,  say  UA.  It  was 
a  sign  of  the  times  too  that  it  merited  a 
category  3  rating... there  were  only  two 
scenes  I  thought  even  slightly  homoerotic. 
The  one  w^ere  the  priest  and  a  guy  he’s 
met  in  a  Gay  bar  are  naked  on  a  bed  and 
kissing.  That’s  all  just  naked  and  kissing, 
the  audience  doesn’t  even  get  to  see  their 
willies!  The  other  scene,  which  might  have 
attracted  the  censors  attention  (although  I 
can’t  see  why)  happens  when  the  same  two 
people  are  caught,  by  police,  in  each  oth¬ 
er’s  arms  in  a  car.  That’s  all.  They  were 
simply  holding  each  other,  fiilly  clothed 
and  buttoned  up,  not  a  willy  in  sight,  or 
mentioned. 

The  only  possible  reason  that  the  film 
could  have  attracted  a  category  3  status, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  many  people  I  spoke 
to  who  saw  it,  is  that  it  deals  with  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  that  as  we  all  know  draws 
an  immediate  3  rating  whether  in  fact  it 
warrants  one  or  not. 

For  a  refreshing  change  the  audience,  who 
appeared  to  be  mainly  students,  were  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  sensitive  to  the  film.  There 
wasn’t  any  of  the  silly  sniggering  at  the 
Gay  characters  or  plot  as  there  most  cer¬ 
tainly  was  in  the  Wedding  Banquet. 


Although  Priest  isn’t  a  Gay  film  per  se,  it 
is  a  film  that  gives  us  an  understanding  of 
what  life  must  be  like  for  those  who  have 
taken  the  vow  of  celibacy,  although  that 
does  not,  of  course,  include  as  many  mis¬ 
takenly  believe  chastity. 

When  you  have  the  chance  to  get  this  film 
on  laser  disc  or  video  then  I  urge  you  to 
BUY  it — its’  sure  to  become  a  classic  in 
the  fullness  of  time. 

Phallic  Exhibition 

The  penis  was  the  central  theme  of  the 
controversial  art  exhibition  held  at  the 
Fringe  Club  late  July.  It  featured  over  20 
local  artists  and  had  photos,  paintings  and 
mixed-media  pieces  all  of  which  had  the 
penis  as  its  central  theme. 

The  aim  of  the  exhibition  was  to  protest 
against  the  Obscene  Ajticles  Tribunal’s 
(OAT)  ruling  of  The  New  Man  by  Dame 
Elisabeth  Frink. 

“Frankly  the  exhibition  was  a  major  let¬ 
down”  said  our  reporter  Danny  Wong. 
Here  was  a  great  chance  to  them  what 
Hong  Kong  people  thought  of  them  (OAT) 
and  all  we  got  were  a  few  erect  penises”. 
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Filipino  Celebration  of  Fiesta  and  Independence 

NoelBoado 


The  Philippines  is  a  tropical  paradise  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  middle  of  Asia’s  Pacific 
Rim.  The  country  is  made  up  of  over 
7,100  islands  covered  with  lush  vegeta¬ 
tion  and  bounded  by  white  sandy 
beaches.  It  is  home  to  over  50  million  Filipinos  who 
are  some  of  the  most  peculiar  people  in  the  world. 
Situated  at  the  cross-roads  of  the  old  trade  routes, 
the  islands  have  been  a  stopping  point  for  explor¬ 
ers,  voyagers  and  adventurers.  Mactan,  an  island 
in  the  Visayas  was  the  landing  point  of  Magellan, 
claimed  the  island  for  Spain  and  named  it  Pilipinas 
(after  King  Philip  D).  Mactan,  incidentally,  is  where 
Magellan  was  also  killed  and  buried  in  1521. 

For  many  years,  the  Spanish  galleons  sailed  back  and  forth  be¬ 
tween  Madrid,  Acapulco  and  Manila,  bringing  to  the  Philippines 
not  only  goods  and  people,  but  also  the  culture  typical  of  West- 

16 


em  Europe.  Because  the  islands  were  under  Spain’s  rule  for  al¬ 
most  400  years,  the  country’s  customs  and  traditions  became 
Spanish-inspired.  The  country  is  a  perfect  example  of  how  east 
meets  west,  as  noted  in  the  language,  the  cuisine,  and  especially 
the  culture  of  the  natives. 

Catholicism,  which  plays  a  heavy  role  in  the  lifestyle  of  most 
Filipinos,  dictates  most  of  the  major  events  in  their  lives.  Filipi¬ 
nos  observe  all  the  holidays  of  the  Church,  with  Lent  being  the 
most  holy  of  seasons.  Along  with  all  the  numerous  days  of  obli¬ 
gation,  when  Catholics  pay  homage  to  the  Church,  Filipinos  also 
celebrate  the  commemoration  of  their  local  patron  saint  by  feast¬ 
ing  and  making  visits  to  the  church  on  that  day.  This  event  is  the 
fiesta,  literally  meaning  feast.  Every  year,  Filipinos  celebrate  al¬ 
most  300  fiestas  all  over  the  country.  It  is  a  party  of  major  pro¬ 
portions.  The  people  in  town  start  the  celebration  by  decorating 
their  main  street  with  banners  and  streamers,  usually  in  fiesta 
colours  such  as  red,  blue,  and  yellow.  Flowers  are  everyviiere, 
with  almost  everyone  in  town  making  an  offering  of  bouquets  or 
leis  made  our  of  fragrant  sampaguita  or  ilang-ilang  for  their  pa¬ 
tron  saint. 


An  over  abundance 
of  food  is  normal 
for  these  parties. 

Liquor  is  overflow¬ 
ing,  as  the  people 
tap  into  their  year’s 
savings  which  they 
have  been  reserv¬ 
ing  just  for  this 
event.  The  dining 
table  of  most  fami¬ 
lies,  graced  with 
lechon  (  a  sucking 
pig  roasted  to  a 
golden  brown  and 
garnished  with  an 
apple  in  the  mouth) 
is  the  main  focus  of  every  home  during  the  fiesta.  There  are 
home-made  delicacies  such  as  puto  (rice  cakes)  and  mac^uno 
(coconut  preserves)  as  well  as  bibingka  and  cochinta  (various 
kinds  of  rice  cakes)  served  in  platters  along  with  salabat  (ginger 
tea)  or  coffee.  Friends  and  acquaintances  share  at  least  one  meal 
with  a  family  during  this  celebration  and  everyone  is  expected  to 
eat  because  of  the  Filipino’s  unwritten  rule  of  hospitality,  ‘‘no 
one  leaves  a  party  unfed.” 


The  celebration  lasts  all  day  as  the  men  congregate  to  “shoot  the 
breeze”  while  consuming  enormous  amounts  of  basi  (coconut 
wine)  or  tuba  (sugar  cane  liquor).  The  women,  on  the  other  hand, 
stay  in  the  kitchen  and  tend  to  replenishing  the  food  and  feeding 
the  guests.  There  is  plenty  of  singing  and  dancing  accompanied 
by  guitars  and  bandurias  (a  small  string  instrument  similar  to  a 
ukulele),  all  through  the  day  as  they  anticipate  the  evening  pro¬ 
cession,  which  is  the  highlight  of  Fiesta. 


The  image  of  the  patron  saint  is  placed  on  a  platform  and  then 
wheeled  or  carried  down  the  main  street  on  a  candlelight  vigial. 
People  march  along  with  the  image,  singing  religious  hymns  as 
the  procession  makes  a  full  circle  around  the  inner  part  of  town, 
and  returning  to  the  church  for  a  mass  afterwards.  After  the  mass, 
people  gather  in  the  town  plaza,  where  they  have  built  a  mini¬ 
ature  carnival.  The  carnival  features  various  activities  for  the 
town’s  people  and  visitors  alike.  They  have  gambling  tables  where 
one  can  make  bets  on  card  or  dice  games.  In  recent  years,  Ameri¬ 
can  carnival  games  such  as  basketball  shoots  and  water  mini¬ 
ature  roller  coasters  have  also  been  added.  Dances  are  held  in 
small  but  usually  crowded  dance  halls,  loosely  constructed  out  of 
sawali  (bamboo  siding)  and  pawid  (coconut  leaf  roofing).  With 


the  Filipino’s  love  of  gaiety,  singing  contests  are  held. 
Folk  dancing  exhibition  are  held  where  they  dance  to 
the  tinikling  (a  dance  with  the  bamboo  poles,  imitat¬ 
ing  little  tikling  birds)  and  the  kuratsa  (lover’s  dance). 
The  palosebo  (greased  pole)  contest  is  also  held,  where 
young  men  try  to  climb  to  the  top  of  a  greased  bam¬ 
boo  pole  where  a  hanging  pot  is  filled  with  goodies. 
Food  stands  are  set  up  where  they  serve  local  delica¬ 
cies  such  as  pancit  (noodles)  and  dinuguan  (blood 
stew),  accompanied  by  halo-halo  (a  mixture  of  fruits 
and  coconuts  on  ice)  and  sago  (tapioca  drink).  As  the 
rondalla  (string  band)  plays,  you  can  hear  the  laugh¬ 
ter  as  older  men,  who  at  this  point  are  quite  inebri¬ 
ated,  try  to 
sing  their  fa- 
V  0  u  r  i  t  e 
kundiman 
(love  songs). 


An  interest¬ 
ing  part  of 
the  fair  is  the 
perya  (enter- 
tainment 
booth).  This 
the  booth 
where  fe¬ 
male  imper¬ 
sonators  per- 
form.  The 
perya  has 
been  part  of 
the  fiesta  for 


the  last  forty  years  and  the  festivities  would  not  be  complete  with¬ 
out  it.  the  performers  are  gay  men  impersonating  a  movie  star  or 
actress,  lip  synching  to  the  latest  tunes  on  a  makeshift  stage, 
while  the  ushers  sell  tickets  for  a  roulette  game.  Once  the  tickets 
are  sold  and  the  performer  finishes  his  number,  the  roulette  wheel 
is  spun,  with  the  winner  usually  taking  home  a  prize  of 
housewares  or  linens. 


The  first  time  I  saw  a  drag  queen  at  the  perya.  I  could  not  believe 
my  eyes.  At  seven  years,  I  never  thought  that  men  could  so  much 
like  women  or  that  these  were  even  men.  (Of  course,  little  did  I 
know  that  I  would  walk  down  the  same  path  a  few  Halloweens 
later!)  There  was  “Miss  Nerissa  Moran”  (an  impersonator  of 
Sophia  Loren),  in  a  black  sequined  mini-skirt  and  thigh-high 
‘Svet  look”  boots.  She  was  so  pretty,  with  her  bouffant  hair  and 
corkscrew  sideburns,  doing  a  Petula  Clark  song. 

These  performers  were  so  good  they  had  people  actually  gawk¬ 
ing  at  them,  mostly  out  of  disbelief.  It  is  quite  amazing  that  with 
the  limited  resources  these  performers  had,  they  were  still  able 
to  create  the  same  illusion  with  the  same  effect  as  those  perform¬ 
ers  fortunate  enough  to  have  make-up  artists  and  costume  de¬ 
signers.  Though  taunted  and  teased  when  they  are  out  of  their 
stage  persona,  these  drag  queens  are  the  belles  of  the  ball! 


Although  the  main  celebration  lasts  a  entire  day,  some  other  fi¬ 
estas  could  last  up  to  several  days  and,  in  some  cases,  the  fairs 
extend  up  to  two  weeks  before  or  after  the  actual  day  of  the  fi¬ 
esta.  After  the  fiesta  has  ended,  it  is  time  once  again  to  scrimp 
and  save  for  the  next  fiesta  bash. 
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“HIV  INFORMATION  &  DROP-IN  CENTRE” 


“HIV  INFORMATION  &  DROP-IN  CENTRE”  is  an  open  house  that  welcomes  people  with  HTV/ 
AIDS,  their  Emilies,  carers  and  friends  and  in  fact,  anyone  who  is  affected  by  the  virus.  Emotional  and 
social  support,  trust  and  respect,  a  quiet  relaxed  space  to  be  yourselj^  a  safe  place  to  meet  other  caring 
people,  to  share  experiences,  and  exchange  information.  Everyone  is  welcome,  no  matter  what  your 
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was  a  usual  night  in 
Discovery  Bay,  with 
the  usual  warm  rain 
reminiscent  of  the 
Hong  Kong  summer. 


I  was  feeling  quite  bored  with  the 


things  that  were  going  on  in  my 


life  at  this  point.  A  crazy,  overly 


emotional  flatmate.  Bills  were 


coming  at  a  rate  faster  than  usual. 
Luckily,  this  was  a  long  weekend, 
Liberation  Day  they  called  it. 
There  was  an  AIDS  vigil  near  the 
Star  Ferry  over  the  weekend.  My 
flatmate  had  stormed  out  of  the 


apartment  in  a  huff  over  some¬ 
thing  I  didnH  understand.  HeM 
packed  a  suitcase  this  morning, 
and  left,  gratefully  for  the  week¬ 
end. 


Oh  sure,  I  could  have  gone  to  see  a  film, 
or  gone  to  play  Mah  Jong  with  a  couple  of 
fiiends.  But  I  was  feeling  strangely  alone, 
and  didn’t  really  want  anyone  to  change 
that  for  me. 

At  least  for  now 

I  had  watched  a  couple  of  films  on  the  tel¬ 
evision.  Enjoyed  the  excitement  of  watch¬ 
ing  the  crew  of  the  Enterprise  get  in  and 
out  of  the  tragedy  of  a  planet  that  didn’t 
believe  in  sex.  Eeeeek,  what  a  scary 
thought.  I  continued  to  watch  the  tube,  and 
decided  during  one  of  the  inevitable  re¬ 
runs,  Blanche,  Rose,  and  of  course  that 
loveable  Dorothy.  This  was  one  that  I  had 
not  seen,  Dorothy  finds  out  that  her  more 
than  perfect  brother  is  gay  If  that  wasn’t 
a  shocker. 

It  happens  to  the  best  of  us  I  suppose.  Af¬ 
ter  reviewing  the  possibilities  for  enter¬ 
tainment  from  the  electronic  box  I  decided 
that  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  go  out  to 
the  bar.  After  all  it  had  been  nearly  three 
months  since  I  wandered  out  to  see  what 
was  out  there. 

I  took  a  quick  shower  and  dressed  casu¬ 
ally,  but  comfortably.  I  wandered  through 
the  streets  watching  the  variously  attired 
pedestrians,  with  the  multicoloured  dresses 
full  of  sequins  and  gold  lame,  and  those 
dressed  in  black,  to  the  old  man  reeking 
of  alcohol.  “I  can  just  go  out  and  look 
around.  I  won’t  stay  long.”  I  thought  to 
myself,  as  I  walked  up  Wyndham  Street 
to  the  ever  popular  Propaganda.  I  walked 
in  the  door  and  immediately  noticed  the 
changes,  with  the  neon  lighting,  and  the 
change  of  the  entrance  altogether.  I  paid 
the  man  behind  the  counter  my  entrance 
fee,  and  said  hello  to  the  doorman.  I 
headed  into  the  bar.  The  place  had  had  a 
few  changes.  They  were  pretty  noticeable, 
and  looked  good  that  ni^t.  There  was  the 
ever  present  thump,  thump,  thump  in 
pleasingly  rhythmic  way  jfrom  the  speak¬ 
ers.  There  were  a  small  number  of  people 
already  in  the  bar,  most  of  them  soaking 
their  gills  in  the  alcohol.  I  went  up  the  to 
the  bar  and  got  a  shandy,  and  stationed 
myself  so  I  could  watch  the  influx  of  men. 

It  was  kind  of  nice  to  be  able  to  just  stand 
there  and  watch  the  coming  ^d  going. 
There  was  one  man  who  I  noticed  stand¬ 
ing  off  to  the  side,  gently  smiling  and 
slowly  drinking  a  coke.  He  was  tall,  prob¬ 
ably  around  six  foot  two  or  three,  well  pro¬ 
portioned,  wearing  a  shirt  with  vertical 
light  blue  strips,  acid  washed  jeans,  and 
grey  cowboy  boots.  He  was  standing  next 
to  someone  and  chatting  with  him  occa¬ 
sionally.  I  watched  him  for  a  short  time. 


and  later  on  as  I  wandered  around  the  bar 
a  couple  of  times,  I  could  see  that  when  I 
stopped  he  had  moved  so  he  was  in  full 
view  of  me  each  time.  I  didn’t  make  an 
attempt  to  talk  to  him,  or  approach  him, 
since  I  was  just  there  to  look  around,  and 
get  out  of  Discovery  Bay. 

After  finishing  the  shandy,  I  decided  to 
go  in  the  other  bar  on  the  hill,  YY.  So  I 
wandered  over  there,  and  was  expecting  a 
reasonable  crowd,  but  the  place  was  al¬ 
most  empty.  I  ordered  a  beer  and  wandered 
around  a  bit,  and  went  outside,  where  I 
could  watch  the  people  walking  up  and 
down  the  street. 

I  decided  to  smoke  a  cigarette,  and  was 
sitting  there  listing  to  the  music,  when  I 
noticed  the  same  man  walking  up  the 
stairs.  He  wandered  around  the  bar  and 
looked,  and  didn’t  really  notice  anyone. 
When  he  was  walking  back  towards  me, 
and  glancing  at  the  posters  and  prints 
along  the  wall  he  glanced  at  me  occasion¬ 
ally.  He  finally  settled  down  at  the  table 
just  in  front  of  me  by  the  window.  He  was 
facing  towards  the  middle  of  the  bar,  of¬ 
fering  his  profile.  I  had  a  chance  to  watch 
him  and  study  him  a  bit  more.  He  had  dark 
brown  hair,  and  deep  innocent  looking 
eyes  that  held  a  secret  of  intelligence.  I 
could  tell  also  in  the  light  that  his  skin 
was  soft  and  healthy.  My  thoughts  began 
to  wander  to  the  various  fantasies  about 
me  and  him,  having  wild  passionate  sex. 

I  must  have  been  staring,  when  he  turned 
around,  “Hello,”  and  smiled.  “Oh,  Hello” 
I  said  meekly,  not  really  sure  what  to  say 
after  that  I  quickly  averted  my  eyes  by 
looking  out  of  the  window.  I  glanced  over 
at  him,  still  thinking  deeply  of  what  it 
would  be  like  to  be  enveloped  in  the 
warmth  of  his  strong  arms,  snuggled 
closely  to  his  firm  body.  I  would  have  fan¬ 
tasised  farther,  but  he  occasionally  glanced 
over  at  me,  stopping  the  thoughts  that  I 
had.  He  had  a  warm,  and  inviting  smile, 
and  I  smiled  back  at  him.  After  a  short 
time,  “See  you  later”  and  he  got  up  and 
headed  out  of  the  bar. 


I  kicked  myself  for  not  starting  a  conver¬ 
sation  with  him.  I  guess  it  was  feeling 
unworthy.  I  sat  and  smoked  another  ciga¬ 
rette  and  quickly  drained  the  beer. 


I  wandered  back  to  Propaganda.  There 
were  some  cute  men  wandering  around  the 
streets  on  their  way  into  and  out  of  the 
bar,  but  I  didn’t  really  notice  them,  I  was 
still  remembering  the  vision  of  the  man 
in  the  cowboy  boots.  The  strong  lines  his 
ass  and  legs  had,  thinking  -  fantasising 
about  the  possibilities.  ^ 
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I  walked  into  the  bar  and  looked  around. 
There  was  a  plethora  of  men  running 
around  in  various  forms  of  dress,  from  the 
tight,  leaving  nothing  to  the  imagination 
Spandex,  to  baggy  light  cotton  pants. 
There  were  men  wearing  sweaters,  tank 
tops,  or  no  shirt  at  all  glistening  with  their 
sweat  from  dancing  out  on  the  already 
crowded  dance  floor. 

The  bar  was  filling  steadily,  with  people. 
People  who  were  smiling  and  laughing 
with  friends.  People  who  were  quietly  sit¬ 
ting  by  themselves,  with  no  life  behind 
their  eyes,  just  there,  searching,  maybe  as 
I  was,  for  that  special  someone  to  make 
like  more  bearable. 

I  went  to  the  bar  and  talked  to  a  friend 
that  works  there  and  ordered  a  beer  and 
situated  myself  the  best  way  I  could 
next  to  a  tall  slim  man.  He  had  sharp 
brown  eyes,  and  smooth  skin  with 
high  cheek  bones.  I  noticed  that  his 
hair  was  long  and  well  kept.  He 
seemed  to  be  just  watching,  and  quite 
content  slowly  sipping  on  his  beer. 

He  was  dressed  in  a  black  and  white 
shirt,  and  seemed  content  with  his 
surroundings.  He  turned  once,  say¬ 
ing  nothing,  and  behind  the  brown 
of  his  eyes  there  seemed  to  be  thought 
and  a  slight  sparkle.  I  considered  chat¬ 
ting  with  him — such  a  hard  thing  to 
do  when  you  are  standing  immersed  in 
rhythmic  bursts  of  sound. 

1  continued  to  quietly  stand  there,  not 
really  recognising  anyone  in  the  bar, 
which  was  fine  with  me.  Since  I  did  go 
just  to  watch.  I  was  looking  around  and 
again  the  man  with  the  blue  striped 
shirt  came  into  view  again,  only  a 
short  distance  away  I  continued  to 
look  at  him  occasionally,  still  harbour- 
ing  thoughts  of  how  warm  his  body 
would  feel  next  to  mine. 

1  noticed  that  when  he  would  go  out  the 
dance  floor,  usually  by  himself,  that  the 
friend  he  was  with  would  send  those  pos¬ 
sessive  looks  across  towards  me.  That  look, 
“Stay  away  from  him.  He’s  mine.  He 
doesn’t  know  it  and  would  never  consider 
it,  but  he’s  mine.  Keep  your  hands  off!”  I 
have  seen  it  before,  and  I  certainly  have 
given  it  to  a  number  of  people  when  I  have 
been  out  with  my  lover,  or  even  a  friend 
that  I  was  sexually  attracted  to,  but  didn’t 
have  the  guts  to  tell  him,  afraid  of  losing 
or  tainting  the  friendship  with  needless 
problems. 

I  watched  him  dance.  He  was  quite  good 
at  his  dancing  and  seemed  to  just  dance 
naturally,  relaxed,  and  glancing  occasion 


ally  over  at  me,  catching  my  eye,  and  smil¬ 
ing  in  an  inviting  way 

I  still  didn’t  act  on  any  of  the  eye  contact, 
and  some  of  the  signals  that  he  gave  me, 
by  eye  contact,  smiling,  looking  at  me, 
when  it  would  have  been  easier  to  watch 
where  he  was  going.  That  type  of  signal.  I 
would  have  acted  upon  it,  but  I  am  never 
sure  about  the  art  of  cruising,  and  rejec¬ 
tion  is  something  that  I  like  to  avoid.  I 
still  think  that  it  is  easier  to  cut  the  small 
talk,  and  say  what  is  on  my  mind,  but 
“Let’s  go  fuck”  just  doesn’t  work  anymore, 
at  least  —  not  for  me. 

I  wandered 
around  the 
bar.  In 


He  started  to  wander  around  and  would 
disappear  occasionally.  I  just  sat  and  lis¬ 
tened  to  the  music,  smoked  a  couple  of 
cigarettes,  and  watched  the  various  gyrat¬ 
ing  bodies  on  the  dance  floor,  smiling, 
laughing,  and  some  felling  down,  how  fes¬ 
tive.  I  was  deeply  engrossed  in  watching 
the  crowd,  not  paying  that  much  attention 
to  the  two  queens  talking  about  the  im¬ 
portance  of  their  jobs  over  the  others,  and 
their  mother’s  heart-stopping  reaction  to 
the  scene  in  the  bar. 

I  was  beginning  to  get  bored  with  the 
place,  when  “Hi,  do  you  mind  if  I  sit  with 
you?”  It  was  the  man,  the  MAN,  I  had 
been  watching  and  fantasising  about  all 
night!  “Sure,  I  don’t  mind,  I  was  just 
thinking  about  heading  home,”  replying 
probably  looking  real  nervous,  afraid  he 
could  tell  what  I  was  fantasising  about. 
“Oh,  don’t  leave  yet,”  he  pleaded,  seat¬ 
ing  himself  across  the  awkwardly 
shaped  table,  “I  have  been  trying  to 
work  up  the  courage  to  come  over 
and  talk  to  you.” 

“You?  The  man  that  I  have  been 
thinking,  fantasising,  dreaming 
about  all  night  working  up  the  cour¬ 
age?”  I  thought  to  myself. 


a  way 
searching  for 
someone  that  I 
could  talk 
to,  but 
there  was 
really  no  one  there  that 
I  knew.  It’s  true,  when 
you  don’t  go  to  the  bars  very  often,  that 
when  you  do  go  back  everyone  is  a  stranger 
to  you.  Strange,  I  used  to  know  a  lot  of 
those  people,  but  not  tonight. 

Which  was  fine  with  me. 

I  got  yet  another  beer  and  headed  into  the 
quiet  part  of  the  bar.  The  music  level  was 
more  tolerable,  and  there  was  plenty  of 
seating  there. 

Two  reasons  actually,  I  could  sit  down  and 
have  a  quiet  cigarette  without  the  nasty 
glancing  of  the  non-smoker  that  I  always 
seem  to  be  standing  by  in  crowded  situa¬ 
tions,  and  to  watch  the  man,  that  had 
slowly  crept  into  my  mind  with  fantasies. 


‘T)oes  it  look  like  I  bite  or  something?”  I 
replied  to  him,  easing  a  cigarette  out  to 
calm  my  already  shaking  nerves.  ‘TIo,  not 
if  I  ask  you  not.”  he  chided.  We  laughed 
about  that  one.  “Okay,  that  is  a  deal. 
What’s  your  name?  Might  as  well  start 
somewhere.”  I  enquired  reaching  my  hand 
out  to  him,  “My  name  is  Bob.”  “Name’s 
Jeff,  good  to  meet  you.  Can  I  ask  you  some 
questions?”  He  implored  taking  my  hand 
into  his  warm,  smooth  strong  hand. 

“Sure,  you  can  ask  me  anything  you  want 
to,  I  don’t  have  any  secrets” 

We  started  to  talk  the  small  talk  that  goes 
with  meeting  someone  in  a  bar.  We  cov¬ 
ered  the  where  are  you  from’s,  the  what 
do  you  do’s,  what  do  you  like  to  do’s,  the 
marital  status,  all  the  usual  questions. 
During  the  conversation  we  wondered 
down  together  to  grab  some  of  the  tasty, 
or  somewhat  tasty  goodies  from  the  “buf¬ 
fet”  that  Propaganda  has  every  Friday  and 
Saturday. 

While  we  were  talking  and  nibbling  on 
the  food,  I  discovered  that  not  only  was 
his  name  Jeff,  but  he  worked  as  a  man¬ 
ager  for  Telecom,  liked  to  read,  watch 
films,  swim  and  so  many  other  things.  We 
continue  to  explore  each  other’s  lives  with 
more  and  more  questions  and  answers.  We 
had  sat  there  oblivious  to  the  various  peo- 


pie  wandering  around,  ordered  a  drink 
from  one  of  the  “bar  maids”.  It  was  near¬ 
ing  three  o’clock  when  I  we  got  to  the  point 
of  wanting  to  leave  with  each  other  for  a 
night  of  bliss  and  fun. 

Xook,  it’s  getting  late,  and  I  was  only  to 
come  out  for  about  an  hour  or  two.”  I  said 
looking  at  my  watch.  He  quickly  reached 
out  and  placed  his  warm  hands  on  my  arm, 
“I  would  like  to  continue  talking  to  you, 
do  you  mind  me  coming  along  with  you?” 
“Sure,  my  flat-mate  is  away  this  weekend, 
so  there  won’t  be  any  interruptions.”  “We 
just  have  to  get  the  ferry  in  time!” 

We  got  up  and  headed  out  of  the  bar,  “Oh 
I  should  tell  my  friend  that  I  am  leaving.” 
He  didn’t  get  far  because  his  friend  was 
right  on  our  heels.  They  faded  back  a  bit, 
and  talked  for  a  few  minutes.  It  seemed 
that  his  friend  didn’t  quite  appreciate  me 
taking  his  Jeff  away,  oooops.  I  got  the 
“How  dare  you,  you  heathen,  home  wreck¬ 
ing  slut!”  look  as  Jeff  walked  away  from 
his  friend. 

Jeff  ^proached  me  after  his  chat  with  his 
friend.  When  he  got  to  me,  I  remarked, 
“He  didn’t  seem  too  pleased  that  you  were 
leaving  with  me.  Do  you  think  he  will  get 
over  it?” 

“Sure,  he  is  always  possessive  that  way. 
We’re  just  friends,  but  he  seems  to  think 
that  has  some  sort  of  ownership  proper¬ 
ties.  I  like  him  though,  he’s  a  good  friend” 

It  was  raining  of  course,  and  we  walked 
towards  the  ferry  for  Discovery  Bay. 

The  Place  was  still  open  so  I  mentioned 
that  a  cup  of  coffee  would  be  good,  before 
the  ferry  ride,  Jeff  readily  agreed.  We  sat 
at  one  of  the  tables,  getting  a  few  stares 
from  the  crowd  in  the  bar,  but  we  settled 
in  one  of  the  booths  against  the  wall  and 
talked  some  more.  “I  have  to  admit  some¬ 
thing  to  you  Jeff.  I  am  stalling  about  go¬ 
ing  home  with  you,  nothing  against  you, 
just  nervous  about  being  with  you.”  He 
took  me  into  his  arms  and  kissed  me  pas¬ 
sionately  there  in  the  booth,  and  pulled 
away  for  a  moment  and  looked  at  me  “I 
want  to  be  with  you,  not  anyone  else,  with 
you.  Does  that  help  you  with  some  of  your 
fear?”  He  kissed  me  gently  passionately 
again,  caressing  me  firmly  with  his  arms 
and  hands. 

We  finished  the  coffee  and  talked  a  bit 
more,  sitting  close  to  each  other.  I  ran  my 
hands  up  and  down  his  leg,  which  he 
obligingly  flexed  occasionally  to  give  me 
an  idea  of  the  solidness  of  his  body.  It  felt 
good  to  be  close  to  a  warm  man  again, 
talking  and  sharing  some  time  together. 


We  got  to  my  apartment  just  after  the  4 
a.m.  ferry  docked  at  Discovery  Bay.  We 
went  in  and  he  commented  on  the  apart¬ 
ment,  and  the  usual  questions  about  the 
computer,  all  of  that.  We  sat  and  talked 
for  nearly  two  hours  after  we  got  there, 
the  television  churning  out  old,  and  bad 
films  throughout  the  night,  neither  of  us 
really  noticing  the  action,  entwined  in  the 
conversation,  the  hugging  and  holding 
that  we  were  engaging  in.  We  had  slowly 
been  undressing  each  other,  slowly  taking 
the  clothes  off,  placing  them  neatly  on  the 
couch. 

He  had  a  wonderfril  body,  well  defined, 
smooth  and  very  warm.  The  warmth  of 
someone  that  radiates  a  lot  of  heat.  It  was 
nice  to  see  such  a  man  of  beauty,  and  he 
was  enjoying  my  attention,  and  company 
as  much,  as  we  chatted  together,  in  soft 
tones,  exploring  each  others  bodies  with 
our  hands,  and  our  tongues. 

We  moved  into  the  bedroom  and  curled 
up  into  each  other’s  arms  and  slept  soundly 
after  stroking  and  licking.  We  didn’t  en¬ 
gage  in  sex,  just  the  petting  and  once  we 
got  into  comfortable  positions,  he  wrapped 
himself  gently  and  warmly  around  me  I 
slept  soundly  and  safely  with  him.  This 
morning  I  woke  up  to  find  him  leaning  on 
his  shoulder  watching  me  sleep.  We  got 
up  and  he  pulled  me  into  the  shower.  We 
enjoyed  the  hot  water  splashing  each  oth¬ 
er’s  bodies,  and  gently  soaping  each  other, 
exploring  each  other  from  a  different  per¬ 
spective.  He  lathered  me  up  with  soap,  as 
I  lathered  him  with  the  soap.  He  scrubbed 
my  back  with  those  strong  hands  gently 
massaging  the  already  relaxed  muscles, 
and  he  began  to  nuzzle  his  lips  into  the 
side  of  my  neck  from  the  behind.  We 
stroked  and  petted  each  other  in  the  shower 
the  clean  smell  of  men  permeating  the 
bathroom.  We  did  have  safe  sex  in  the 
shower,  and  I  certainly  enjoyed  it. 

It  wasn’t  like  the  sleazy  flicks,  get  wet, 
stroke  twice,  and  groans,  it  was  gentle 
deliberate  caressing  stroking  and  shar¬ 
ing.  It  was  one  of  the  best  times  that  I  had 
spent  with  another  man.  Loving  sharing 
and  memorable,  so  I  don’t  really  feel  like 
being  too  explicit  here,  but  it  was  some¬ 
thing  that  was  marvellously  memorable. 

We  said  good  bye  this  morning  after  go¬ 
ing  out  to  breakfast,  and  didn’t  arrange  a 
time  to  see  each  other  again.  I  may  see 
and  taste  this  man  once  again,  I  do  not 
know,  all  I  do  know  is... if  I  never  share 
with  this  man  again,  I  will  not  forget,  and 
isn’t  that  what  life  is  for?  Isn’t  that  the 
good  life?  m 
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(Continued  from  page  12) 

someone  who  might  be  more  impartial” 
Sarah,  age  19. 

“Wlien  I  told  a  couple  of  my  friends,  I  told 
them  I  was  no  different  now  than  I  was 
five  minutes  before  I  told  them,  except  that 
now  1  wasn’t  keeping  a  big  secret  from 
them”  Terryle,  age  16. 

Coming  out  is  the  process  of  accepting 
yourself  as  a  Lesbian  and  figuring  out  how 
open  you  want  to  be  about  your  sexual  ori¬ 
entation. 

Unfortunately,  not  everyone  you  know  will 
think  that  being  a  Lesbian  is  the  greatest 
thing  since  sliced  bread.  It’s  hard  to  know 
who  can  handle  the  information  and  give 
you  support.  Some  friends  may  accept  you. 
Some  may  turn  aw^  from  you  or  tell  other 
people  without  your  permission.  Telling 
family  can  be  very  difficult.  Some  fami¬ 
lies  are  very  supportive.  But  some  Lesbian 
and  gay  youth  have  been  kicked  out  of  their 
homes  when  their  parents  found  out. 

Maybe  there’s  a  guidance  counsellor  or 
social  worker  in  your  school,  or  in  a  local 
youth  or  counselling  agency,  that  you  can 


like  and  don’t  like  to  do  sexually,  whether 
we  feel  ready  to  have  sex  or  not,  and  dif¬ 
ferent  expectations  we  may  have  about  the 
relationship.  And  it’s  important  to  talk 
about  whether  we’re  at  risk  for  HIV,  the 
virus  that  is  thought  to  cause  AIDS,  or 
other  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  like 
herpes. 

There  are  many  ways  that  Lesbians  can 
be  sexual  with  each  other.  We  can  give 
each  other  pleasure  by  holding,  kissing 
hugging  stroking  stimulating  each  oth¬ 
er’s  genitals  with  our  tongues  and  hands, 
inserting  our  fingers  into  each  other’s  va¬ 
ginas,  rubbing  our  bodies  together  to 
stimulate  each  other,  and  anything  else  we 
want  to  do.  We  can  use  our  imaginations! 

Do  I  have  to  worry  about  AIDS?  All  of  us 
should  know  about  HTV,  the  virus  believed 
to  be  the  cause  of  AIDS  how  it’s  transmit¬ 
ted  and  how  we  can  prevent  ourselves  from 
becoming  infected.  You  and  your  partner 
should  discuss  your  risk  factors  for  HIV 
infection  and  decide  what,  if  any,  safer  sex 
methods  you  should  use. 

Lesbians  who  are  at  risk  are  those  who: 
Share  needles  if  using  IV  drugs.  Have 


myself.  And  I  try  to  do  things  I  feel  good 
about  doing”  Sarah,  age  19. 


right  to  feel  good  about 
themselves.  We’re  all 
valuable  human  beings. 


Developing  self-esteem  is  very  important 
for  young  people.  It’s  hard  for  gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  youth  to  feel  good  about  ourselves 
because  all  around  us  are  people  who  be¬ 
lieve  that  we’re  sick,  or  perverted,  or  des¬ 
tined  to  live  very  unh^y  lives. 


trust.  It’s  important  to  have  someone  to 
talk  to  because  it’s  not  normal  or  healthy 
for  young  people  to  have  to  keep  secret 
such  an  important  part  of  their  lives.  What 
about  sex?  “First  I  would  ask  myself  if  I 
felt  ready.  Then  I  would  talk  to  my  part¬ 
ner  to  see  if  she  felt  ready.  When  you  de¬ 
cide  to  have  sex,  it  feels  good  when  you’ve 
made  the  right  decision.  Only  you  can 
know  when  it  is  and  isn’t  right  for  you  to 
have  sex”  Tammi,  age  18. 

“Just  because  you’re  turned  on  to  some¬ 
one  doesn’t  mean  you’re  ready  to  have  sex. 
You  have  to  feel  emotionally  ready.  It’s 
important  that  the  two  people  talk  about 
what  they  like  and  don’t  like.  No  one 
should  have  to  do  something  they  don’t 
want  to  do.  There’s  no  need  to  rush  things. 
It’ll  come  in  time”  Terryle,  age  16. 

Deciding  whether  or  not  to  be  sexual  with 
someone  is  a  big  decision.  You  may  feel 
very  scared  at  the  thought  of  having  sex 
with  another  women.  That’s  OK.  Lots  of 
us  do,  especially  if  it’s  our  first  time. 

I  Women  aren’t  encouraged  in  our  society 
W  to  talk  openly  about  sex,  but  it’s  impor- 
I  tant  that  we  communicate  about  what  we 


vaginal  intercourse  with  men  without  us¬ 
ing  condoms.  (It’s  fairly  common  for 
young  Lesbians  to  occasionally  have 
sexual  contact  with  men.)  Have  oral  sex 
with  an  infected  women  without  the  use 
of  a  barrier  to  protect  against  infected  vagi- 
nal  secretions  or  menstrual  blood. 

Safer  sex  for  Lesbians  includes:  Use  of  a 
dental  dam  for  oral-vaginal  and  oral-anal 
stimulation.  A  dental  dam  is  a  piece  of 
latex  about  5  inches  square  designed  for 
use  in  dental  surgery.  They  are  available 
at  dental  or  medical  supply  stores.  Use  of 
surgical  gloves  when  sticking  your  fingers 
into  your  partner’s  vagina  or  ass,  especially 
if  you  have  tiny  cuts  or  rashes  on  your 
hands.  And  all  the  other  wonderful  things 
that  Lesbians  do  together. 

How  do  we  learn  to  like  ourselves?  “It’s 
important  that  we  don’t  deny  our  feelings. 
If  we  be  who  we  truly  want  to  be  in  our 
hearts,  we  can  be  surprised  at  how  hzppy 
we  can  be.  And  we  should  think  a  lot  about 
all  our  positive  points,  and  being  a  Les¬ 
bian  is  very  positive”  Rebecca,  age  16. 

“It  helps  me  to  interact  with  people  who 
make  me  feel  happy  and  good  about 


When  we  feel  like  we  have  to  hide  who 
we  really  are,  it  can  make  us  feel  like  hurt¬ 
ing  ourselves,  like  through  alcohol,  drugs, 
or  suicide.  We  may  feel  very  isolated,  fear¬ 
ful,  and  depressed,  especially  if  we’ve  had 
no  one  to  talk  to  about  the  fact  that  we’re 
Lesbians. 

More  and  more,  we,  as  young  Lesbians, 
are  learning  to  like  who  we  are.  It  helps  to 
read  good  books  about  Lesbians  —  books 
that  have  accurate  information  in  them  and 
that  are  written  about  Lesbians  who  are 
leading  very  fulfilling  lives.  It  also  helps 
to  meet  other  Lesbians  because  then  we 
find  out  that  Lesbians  are  as  diverse  as 
any  other  group  of  people  and  that  we’ve 
been  told  a  lot  of  lies  by  our  society. 

It  can  help  to  say  to  yourself  every  day, 
“I’m  a  Lesbian  and  I’m  OK.”  And  try  to 
find  someone  to  talk  to  who  also  believes 
that  Lesbians  are  OK.  Remember:  it’s  nor¬ 
mal  and  natural  to  be  a  Lesbian,  just  like 
it’s  normal  and  natural  for  some  people  to 
be  heterosexual. 

How  can  I  meet  other  Lesbians?  ‘There 
are  many  Lesbians  around  you,  but  you 
don’t  know  they’re  Lesbians,  just  as  they 


don’t  know  that  you’re  a  Lesbian.  Don’t 
lose  hope.  You’ll  eventually  meet  some” 
Sarah,  age  19. 

Make  contact  with  local  feminist  organi¬ 
sations.  Phone  one  of  the  local  Lesbian  and 
Gay  groups. 

Books.  One  Teenager  in  Ten:  Writ¬ 
ings  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth,  -- 
ed.  Ann  Heron,  Alyson  Publi-  Jmm 
cations,  40  Plympton  Street, 

Boston,  MA  02 1 1 8  ( 1 983)  plBU^ 
USA.  Young,  Gay  and 
Proud,  a  resource  book  for  ”  ;!lf^  ■' 
gay  and  Lesbian  youth, 
also  published  by  Alyson  ^ 
Publications.  The  New 
Our  Bodies,  Ourselves,  •  Vlj* 
Boston’s  Women’s  Health  JiDdi ' 

Book  Collective,  Simon  & 

Schuster,  Inc.  (1984).  Con  -MWP 


tains  a  great  chapter  on  Lesbian  life  and 
relationships.  Lesbian  Connection,  a 
monthly  newsletter  available  from  Helen 
Diner  Memorial  Women’s  Centre,  Ambi¬ 
tious  Amazons,  P.O.  Box  811,  East 
Lansing,  Michigan  48826.USA  Our  Right 


."*L" 


^ •  %  -1.  CISCO, 

H  I., ■■■I  '  -.I  J  Nice 


to  Love:  A  Lesbian  Resource  Book,  ed. 
Ginny  Vida,  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.  (1978). 
This  Bridge  Called  My  Back:  Writings  by 
Radical  Women  of  Colour,  eds.  Cherrie 
Moraga  and  Gloria  Anzaldua,  Kitchen  Ta¬ 
ble:  Women  of  Colour  Press,  PO.  Box  908, 
Latham,  New  York  12110-0908  USA 
(1981).  Lesbian  Sex,  by  Jo  Ann 
^  Loulan,  Spinsters/ Aunt  Lute, 
P.O.  Box  410687,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94141  USA  (1984). 
■  -  I-  j  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A  Lesbian 
Anthology,  ed  Evelyn Torton 
Beck,  The  Crossing  Press 
(1982). 
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^  It  is  not  economical  to  go  to 
bed  early  to  save  the  candles 
if  the  result  is  twins.  Chinese 
Proverb 

The  Campaign  to  End  Homophobia 


Send  crossed  cheque  with  name  and  address  to 
Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.,  GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong 
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Tells  All... 


Closeted 


Dear  Fifi, 

Recently  my  mother  asked  me  if  I  was  Gay. 
I  had  to  deny  the  truth  of  course,  but  she 
has  asked  me  in  the  past,  and  will  most 
likely  ask  me  again  in  the  future.  How  can 
I  keep  her  olBf  my  back? 

Closeted  in  Sham  Shui  Po 

Dear  Closeted, 

You  must  be  the  only  one  in  Sham  Shui 
Po  who  is  closeted!  Last  time  I  went  up 
there  I  felt  like  a  major  place  of  masculin¬ 
ity  with  all  those  nelly  queens  and  TV’s 
walking  around! 

My  assistant  claims  the  real  question  is 
can  you  afford  to  move  out  of  your  moth¬ 
er’s  home?  But  I’m  sure  that  the  day  you 
move  out,  you’ll  be  back  for  some  of  that 
good  ole  home  cooking,  and  every  Sun¬ 
day  when  Dim  Sum  and  Mah-jong  comes 
around,  you’ll  be  back  to  Mama’s  apron 
string . .  And  that  hot  little  number  you  met 
the  night  before  will  never  enter  the  day’s 
conversation. 

Whether  you’re  a  Gianni  Versace  clone, 
or  all  your  jeans  are  Texwoods,  your 
mother  has  most  likely  known  you  for  your 
entire  life.  And  if  she  was  smart  enough 
to  give  birth  to  someone  as  bright  as  you, 
she  ain’t  no  dummy.  You  may  have 
“Gaydar,”  but  your  indecision  over  Barbie 
or  G.  I.  Joe  when  you  were  9  didn’t  go 
unnoticed. 

Mama  isn’t  asking  if  you’re  Gay,  she’s 
reminding  you  to  keep  it  to  yourself!  And, 
if  you  haven’t  got  the  balls,  (or  the  breasts) 
to  be  out  with  your  family,  then  you  cer¬ 
tainly  do  deserve  to  live  in  fear,  intimida¬ 
tion,  and  self  hatred!  Remember  darling 
if  every  Gay  man  and  Lesbian  told  only 


his/her  family  s/he  was  Gay,  then  every¬ 
one  in  the  world  would  know  a  queer. 
They’d  then  find  out  how  normal  (boring) 
we  really  are,  and  quit  making  such  a  fiiss 
in  all  the  newspaper  every  day! 


Angry 


Dear  Fiji  : 

The  last  time  I  went  out  with  my  boyfi'iend, 
he  took  me  to  a  Gay  bar.  While  I  have 
nothing  against  Gay  bars,  (in  fact  I  met 
him  in  one)  I  was  very  frustrated  because 
he  kept  flirting  with  all  the  other  boys.  I 
felt  neglected,  hurt,  rejected,  trashed,  not 
to  mention  fat  &  ugly.  What  should  I  do? 

Helpless  in  Hong  Kong 

Dear  Helpless, 

You  sound  about  as  pitiful  as  the  lion  on 
the  Wizard  of  Oz!  Try  taking  that  cucum¬ 
ber  skin  mask  off  BEFORE  you  go  out  on 
the  weekends.  By  the  way,  you  probably 
ARE  fat  and  ugly  -  did  you  ever  hear  of  a 
thin,  attractive  person  feeling  fet  and  ugly? 
I  think  not! 

But  why  would  you  hang  out  with  a  bunch 
of  flirtatious  queens  when  you  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  bonding?  You  have  serious 
work  at  hand,  you  need  to  program  this 
man  to  realise  that  his  very  existence  de¬ 
pends  on  you  alone.  You  are  not  safe  until 
he  asks  you  which  colour  Calvins  to  put 
on  in  the  morning,  (and  using  the  tel¬ 
ephone  to  ask  does  not  count!)  Silly,  silly 
you  should  absolutely  never  take  a  queer 
to  a  queer  bar  on  a  date!  That’s  what  res¬ 
taurants  and  cinemas  are  for.  So  make  use 
of  them.  After  all,  why  would  he  agree  to 
go  view  more  of  your  etchings  if  what  just 
walked  into  the  toilet  is  what  he’s  really 
after? 


Highly 

Paid 

Dear  Fifi, 

I  have  a  new  man  in  my  life,  and  I  feel 
absolutely  wonderful!  The  sex  is  great,  and 
his  breath  isn’t  too  bad  (if  I’m  drunk).  The 
problem  is  that  I  know  he  is  very  highly 
paid,  but  he  never  takes  me  out  on  the 
town.  What  should  I  do? 

Bored  at  home 

Dear  Bored, 

I  always  say,  when  life  deals  you  out  a  bowl 
of  lemons,  why  not  mix  up  a  fresh  batch 
of  lemon/draino  douche?  No,  just  kidding 
-  never  douche  with  draino.  (Draino  is  for 
gargling  only)  If  the  sex  is  so  great,  why 
in  the  world  would  you  want  to  go  out? 
Dominoes  delivers,  and  maybe  he’s 
ashamed  of  you,  you  little  gold  digger!  I 
would  be  too,  and  I  always  have  good 
breath. 

But  if  you  really  want  him  to  take  you  out, 
why  not  try  cooking  something  for  him 
yourself?  Surely  a  whiner  like  you  must 
be  a  lousy  cook!  He’ll  be  begging  to  go  to 
American  Pie  by  the  time  you  serve  him 
the  soup.  But  I  tell  you  honestly,  most  of 
us  are  conjuring  up  all  sorts  of  ways  to 
keep  their  men  home.  It’s  better  to  be  bored 
at  home  then  bored  at  the  bars,  and  be¬ 
sides,  the  KY  is  usually  within  an  arm’s 
reach  at  home.  h 


llntil  next  time,  keep  the  con- 
doni.s  coming.  And  if  you  have 
any  more  scintillating  (|iies- 
tions,  you  can  reach  Fifi  at  Box 
555  C'ontacts  .Magazine 
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Adverts  for  inclusion  in  the  next 
issue  slioiild  reach  us  by  3rd  Sep¬ 
tember.  Fill  in  the  form  on  page 
29  or  fax  us  on  (852)2817-9120. 


Men 


Slim  smooth  Fnglidi  guy  wtn-king  in  Hong  Kong 
until  November.  Would  like  to  meet  Chinese  guys  to 
Aow  me  around  Box  1 86 


Handsome  and  healthly  Chi¬ 
nese  26.  Seek  mature  and  fat 
men  about  40.  Please  send 
photo  to  PO  Box  62120,  Kwun 
Tong  Post  Office,  Kowloon. 


Chinese,  below  25.  SeekmuscaUar  young  guys 
for  friendsh^,  photo  appreciated  Address:  P.O.Box 
547,  Tsuen  Wan  Post  Office,  RT. 


Chinese,  26.  Looking  for  the 
other  half.  Needs  straight-act¬ 
ing  and  mature.  Please  write 
to  PO  Box  80063,  Cheung  Sha 
Wan  Post  OfHce,  ALA. 


If  you  are  Chinese,  short,  hairy  &  chubby.  I  want  you 
for  my  teddy  bear.  Box  1 90 

Chinese,  3  l,sincerestraight  gearing  Seekssimi- 
lar  guy,  27-35  for  fellowship.  Box  191 

A  man  of  26  years.  Want  to  love  and  to  be  loved 
Page  me  if  you  want  to  know  me.  1 1 2  899 1  a/c  262 


Chinese,  40’s  educated  profes¬ 
sional  5*10",  160lbs.  Enjoy  mu¬ 
sic,  travel  and  tennis.  Looking 
for  guys  below  30  educated, 
straight  acting.  Photo  please. 
Maurice.  Box  182 


Boyish,  22,  Qiinese,  med-build,  charming  lodes. 
Seeks  a  mature  considerate,  stable  gentleman  to  share 
my  everything  Waiting  for  you.  Box  181 


Chinese  32,  returned  from 
overseas,  stable  and  dislikes 
nightlife.  Seeks  mature  or  old 
-er  chubby  westerner  for 
initimate  friendship.  Frank 
mail  to  P.O.Box  28377, 
Gloucester  Road,  Wanchai, 
Hong  Kong.  Or  contact 
1168292  a/c  67.  (Overseas  re¬ 
sponse  welcome  also.) 


Masculine  man(30’s)  wanted. 
Me:  Chinese,  physically  fit, 
mid-20s.  Looking  for  love  and 
relationship.  Don't  hesitate! 
Write  and  send  a  photo.  1  am 
waiting  for  you.  Box  188 


Healthy  and  energetic  Chinese,  23.  Sedts  mature, 
thoughtful  men  for  relationship.  Photo  appreciated 
Box  187 

Csring  Chinese,  middle-aged  Seeks  Chinese, 
early  20’s.  Please  provide  pagerAel.  for  convenience. 
ALA  Box  1 89 


Submissive  Chinese,  26.  Seeks 
master  for  discipline  and 
training.  Detailed  orders, 
please  sir.  Box  192 


Flat  Share 


Share  with  one  person; 
less  than  10  min.  walk 
from  Tai  Wai  KCR  sta¬ 
tion.  Spacious  (700  sq.  ft 
with  roof  top  and  balcony) 
and  fully  furnished. 
$4000.  Prefer  single  gay 
man.  Call  2691-7823  after 
9:30  p.m.  any  night. 


Women 


Chinese^  22,  Lesbian,  sensitive.  Seeks penfriends/ 
friendship.  Write  to  me  with  photo,  please.  Box  179 


Pen  Pals 


German,  47, 176cms,  77kgs,  friendly 
and  honest  Would  like  to  hear  from 
younger  (-30).  Sincere  and  cute 
Orientals  for  correspondance  and 
maybe  more.  Tm  a  frequent  travel¬ 
ler  to  Asian  countries*  Please  write 
to:  Boxholder,  P.O.B0X  210402, 80674 
Munchen,  Germany. 


Closet  Singaporean  Gay. 
Handsome,  25,  small 
build.  Likes  'Oldies'  40s' 
to  60s'.  No  sissy.  Pis  write 
with  photo.  Replies  to  All. 
Box  184 


Chinese,  3 1 ,  Sing^qxxean.  Hobbies:  Weight-train¬ 
ing,  Art,  musd  and  travelling  Seeks  Asian  men  30  to 
40  years  old  for  friendship  and  pen-pals.  Please  write 
with  photo  to:  Lum,  Toa  Payoh  North  P.O.Box  0796, 
Singapore  9131. 

Chinese,  30,  singaporean,  muscular  man,  1.80m 
(tall)  &  79kg  (wei^t).  Hobbies:  travel,  body  build¬ 
ing,  singing  Seeks  Asian  men  from  24  to  36  years  old 
for  friendship  and  relationship.  ALA.  Please  write 
with  photo  to  Box  1 80 


Sydney  Businessman  uni¬ 
versity  graduate  44  years, 
165  cm,  70  kg,  moustache, 
faithful,  straight  looks. 
F requent  visitor  to  meet  for 
1  to  1  friendship  P.O.Box 
318,  Australia  2121. 


Asinn  Gay,  29.  Living  in  Australia.  Seeks  Asian 
guys  up  to  45  for  friendship.  Please  write  to  Van  Ngo 
19/3  Heath  Street,  East  Brisbane  QLD  4169,  Aus¬ 
tralia. 


Tanned  California  GYM 
friend  w/m,  39, 172  cm,  77 
kg,  112cm-Chest,  defined 
legs.  Like  college  runner/ 
swimmer  for  fitness,  pho¬ 
tography  and  friendship. 
Box  185 


Subscribe 

to 


Contacts  Magazine 


the  best  way  to  make  sure  of 
your  copy! 

Save 

up  to  20%  a  year  and  get  a  free 
personal  advert. 


Prices  and  Order  Form 

□  Men's  Personal  □  Women's  Personal 

□  Mixed  Personal  □  Flat  Share 

□  Pen  Pals  □  Goods  Wanted  & 

For  Sale 

Avoid  delay,  check  details  carefully.  Please 
tick  /  your  selected  category  .  All  prices 
in  Hong  Kong  $. 


First  15  Words  $50.00 

Box  number  $30.00  $ . 

Exira  Words  $2/WDrd  $ . 

Display  Box  $40.00  $ . 

Your  photo  printed  $30.00  $ . 

Sub  Total  $ . 

Number  of  insertions . 

Repeat  adverts  50%  discount 

in  the  next  issue  $ . 

Total  for  personal  adverts$ . 

Subscription 

6  Months  $180.00  $ . 

12  Months  $300.00  $ . 

Grand  Total  $ . 


Please  Nete.  The  Editor  reserves  the  right  to  decline  to 
publish  any  advert  without  giviig  reasons,  and  a  full  refund 
will  be  giverL  Any  advert  that  is  not  published  due  to  space 
restrictions  will  be  published  in  the  following  issue  of  the 
publication. 

Overseas  advertising  and 
subscription  rates  on  request. 


Please  insert  the  following  advert  in  the  next . issue(s)  of  Contacts  Magazine 


PLEASE  USE  BLOCK  CAPITALS  ( 

1  word  per  box) 

PLEASE  USE  BLOCK  CAPITALS 

Name _ Telephone _ 

Addre _ 

I  am  over  21 .  signed _ Dale - 

I  enclose  a  crossed  cheque  for  $ _ Made  payable  to  Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd. 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.  G.P.O.  Box  13427  Hong  Kong. 
Fax:  2817-9120  Tel:  2817-9447 


Free 
Personal 
Adverts 
For  AU 
New 

Subscrib¬ 
ers  (In¬ 
cludes 
Box 

Number 
&up  to 
15 

Words) 


ORDER  FORM 


jnease  use  capital  letters 


Name  : 


Address: 


I  am  over  21.  Signed -  (Please  write  the  code  number) 


Code 

Name 

Price 

Qty 

Total 

Postage 

Sub.  Total 

(1) 

(2) 

_ 1 

Total: 

1  1 

1 

Send  crossed  cheque  made  payable  to: 

Island  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.,  G.P.O.Box  13427  Hong  Kong 


Contacts  Magazine  08-95 


Contacts  Magazine  08-95 


BARS  &  DISCOS 

CETOP 

9/F  37-43  Cochrane  Street, 

Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel :  2544-3581 
6:00  pm-  3:00  am 

CLUB  ’97 

9  Lan  Kwai  Fong,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:28 10-9333,  Friday  6  -  10:00  pm 

DATE  LINE  CAFE 

3/F.,  Chatham  Centre,  11-15  Qiatham  Road  South, 
Tsim  Sha  TsuiJKowloon.  Tel:  2316  -  2962 
Every  Day:  5:30  pm  -  2:00  am 

•  PETTICOAT  LANE 

2,  Tun  Wo  Lane,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2973-0642 

Mon.-Sat.:  12:00  pm- 2:30  am 
Sunday  :  5:00  pm-  12:00  midmight 

PROPAGANDA 

1/F,  30-32  Wyndham  St,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2868-1316. 

Mon.-Sat:  9:00  pm  -  3:30  am 
H^y  Hours  9:00  pm-  10:30  pm 

WALLY  MATT  LOUNGE 

9  Ccanwall  Avenue,  Tsim  Sia  Tsui,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2367-  6874 


YY  (YIN-YANG) 

30  Ice  House  St,  Central,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2868-^066. 

Only  Gay  Thursday  and  Sunday  1 0  pm  -  3:00  am 

GUEST  HOUSE 

BABYLON  VILLA 

29,  Lower  Cheung  Sha, 

Lantau  Island,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel :  2980-2872 

KARAOKE 

BABYLON 

5/F,  Kingpower  Commercial  Bldg., 

409—413  Jaflfe  Road,  Wanchai,  Hong  Kong. 

Tel:  2573-3978.  8:00  pm  -  2:00  am 


WHY  NOT 

12/F.,  Kyoto  Plaza,  491-499  Locfaart  Road., 

Causewayy  Bay,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2572-7808.  8:00pm-  2:00  am 


1120 

2/F,  Hop  Yee  Bldg.,  474^76  Lockhard  Rd,, 

Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2834-645 1 , 5:00  pm  -  3:00  am 


MEMBERS  CONNECTION 

3/F,  5  Lan  Fong  Road,  Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong. 
Tel :  2890-7731.  8:00  pm -3:00  am  ^ 

SAUNAS  & 

FITNESS  CENTRES 


AE 

1/F  Kwong  Ah  Bldg., 

1 1 4  Thomson  Road.  Wanchai,  Hong  Kon^ 
Tel:  2591-0500.  2:00  pm-  1:00  am 


I  BA 

^  1/F  Flat  D,  Cheung  Hong  Mansion, 

W  25-33  Johnston  Road,  Wanchai,  Hong  Kong 
I  Tel:  2527-7073.  2:00  pm-  2:00  am 


Gay  Guide 


•  Contacts  Magazine 
sold  here. 


•  BOBSON  FITNESS  CLUB 

35-37  Hankow  Rd,  3/F  Hat  D, 

Mag  Building  Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 
Tel:  2376-2208.  3:30  pm  -  1 :00  am 

CENTRAL  ESCALATOR 

2/H.,  Cheung  Hing  Comm.  Bldg, 

No.  37—43  Cochrane  Street, 

Coitral,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2581-9951.  1:00pm-  1:00pm 

GAME  BOY’S 

2/F,  324  Lockhart  Road, 

Wanchai,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2574-3215.  12:00  am- 2:00  am 

JJPARK 

3/F,  Hal  A,  Fairview  Mansion, 

51  Paterson  StreeL, 

Causeway  Bay,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2882-2399.  3:00  pm-  12:00  pm 

KK 

16/F,BlodcA, 

Fuk  Lok  Bldg 

1 9-2 1  Jordan  Road,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2388-6138.  2:00  pm-  2:00  am 

ROME  CLUB 

2/F  Chiap  Lee  Bldg 
27  Ashley  Road, 

Tsim  Sha  Tsui,  Kowloon. 

Tel:  2376-0602.  3:00pm-  12:00  am 


ST.  JOHNS 

St.  Johns  Cathedral,  Garden  Road, 

Central,  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2525-7207;  2525-7208 

THE  SAMARITANS 

Tel:  2896-0000 


AIDS 

INFORMATION 

AIDS  CONCERN 

Helpline :  2898-4422. 

General  Enquiries:  2898—4411 
General  Enquires  Tel:  560-8528 
Helpline:  2513-0513 
Infoline:  170  222  170 

HIV  INFORMATION  &  DROP-IN 
CENTRE 

St  John's  Cathedral 
Garden  Road,  Central, 

Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2523-0531 

SOCIAL  GROUPS 

HORIZONS 

G.P.O.Box  6837  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2359-3195 
Social  Activities 


YUK  TAK  CHEE 

G/F  123  Prince  Edward  Road, 
Kowloon. 

Tel:  2393-9505  12:00  pm-  12:00  am 


1/F  52-60  Lyndhursl  Terrace, 
Central,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2544-1155  Fax:2524-9216 
Monday-Saturday  1 1  :am  -  7:00  pm 


GEAR 

Ground  Root,  4  Anton  Street,  Waicbai,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2527-1557 


SPLASH  MENS  CONNECTION 

1/F.,  Wah  Fung  Bldg, 

245-25 1 ,  Lockhard  Road, 

WanChai,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2588-1296 

COUTNSELUNG 

LINDA  ROSENBLUTH 

16A  52-54  Mount  David  Road, 

Pokfulam,  Hong  Kong 
Tel:  2872-0441  (By  Appointment  only) 

PEER  COUNSELLING 

The  only  professional  counselling  smice  for  gay  men 
in  Hong  Kong 

Tel:  2817-7129(By  ^ointment  only.) 


ISVARA 

24D,  202  Reclamation  Street,  Kowloon 
Tel:  1128903  a/c  8862  Mr.  Lo 
Gay  Buddhist  Group 

Meets  every  2nd  Simday  of  the  month  at  Chib  64 
(Mainly  Chinese  Speaking) 

SATSANGA 

PO  Box  92128,  Tsim  Sha  TSui,  Kowloon 
Tel:  2314-1921 

Forums,  Workihops  and  social  activities. 

(Mainly  Chinese  speaking) 


THE  10%  CLUB 


P.O.Box  72207  Central  Post  Ofl5oe  Kowloon. 
Aims  to  raise  social  and  political  awareness.  Some 
political  lobbying  (Mainly  Chinese  speaking) 


Tel:  2314-8726 

BEACHES 

MIDDLE  BAY  BEACH 


South  Bay  Road,  Hong  Kong 


SOUTH  BAY  BEACH 

South  Bay  Road,  Hong  Kong 


Hong  Kong's  only 
Lesbian  and  Gay  magazine. 
Produced  by 

Island  Publishing  Company  Limited 
GPO  Box  13427,  Hong  Kong 

CONTACTS 


MACAZINB 


(852>-2817-9120  (852>-2817-9447 


'.'^’Sr^'  TomAiBC^ 

.  rrH 


A  DONATION  IS  MADE  TO  AIDS  CONCERN  FROM  EVERY  SALE 


Mr.  Condorm  conforms  to  leading  international  quality  standards  including  - 
BS  3704:1989{UK),  FDA  51  OK  (USA),  ISO  4074  and  EN600. 


Available  at  all  leading  stores  $1 1.90  for  a  packet  of  3  condoms 
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